DRUGS INTO THE USA 2025

So | asked my Intelligent Assistant “Give an overview of drugs to the USA per country of
origin and estimated volume”

1. Big picture: where drugs entering the U.S. mainly come from

Key idea: Most illegal drugs in the U.S. are either produced in Latin America (and routed
through Mexico) or synthesized/finished in Mexico using precursors from Asia. Exact “volumes”
vary a lot by year and source; what | can give you are rough relative orders of magnitude.

Rough overview by main drug and main source countries

Drug type Main source/production Main transit Rough importance
gtyp countries countries to U.S. for U.S. market*
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Mexico, some U.S. domestic . .
Methamphetamine lab): ! Mexico Very high
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**Importance” here is about impact on the U.S. market overall, not exact tonnage.

2. Cocaine: dominated by Andean production, moved via Mexico

Cocaine is almost entirely derived from coca grown in three countries: Colombia, Peru, and
Bolivia. Colombia has historically been the largest producer of cocaine hydrochloride destined
for the U.S., though Peruvian and Bolivian coca cultivation is also significant. The physical origin
is mostly these Andean states; however, most cocaine actually enters the U.S. through
Mexico, often after passing through Central America or the Caribbean.

Very rough qualitative picture for U.S.-bound cocaine (by origin of production):



¢ Colombia: Largest share (often more than half of U.S.-bound supply).
o Peru: Significant secondary producer.
o Bolivia: Smaller but still notable producer.

Transit is heavily concentrated in Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, Panama, and sometimes
island states in the Caribbean (Dominican Republic, Haiti, etc.) before reaching U.S. land or
maritime borders.

3. Heroin: Mexico now dominates, Colombia still relevant

Historically, U.S. heroin sources were split between:
e Mexico (black tar and brown powder heroin, especially in western U.S.).
e Colombia (white powder heroin, especially east coast).

e Smaller contributions from Southeast Asia (Myanmar, Laos) and Southwest Asia
(Afghanistan), though these have been far less relevant than Europe’s markets.

In the last decade or so:

¢ Mexico has become the primary source country for heroin entering the U.S., both in
volume and in the number of seizures.

e Colombian heroin still exists but is less dominant than in the 1990s-2000s.

o Afghan/Asian heroin plays a marginal role in the U.S. market compared to Europe.
So if you think in terms of U.S.-market share by origin today:

e Mexico: Majority share.

¢ Colombia: Minority but still meaningful.

e Otherregions: Small residual share.

4. Fentanyl and other synthetic opioids: Mexico + Chinese/Indian precursors

Fentanylis different because the bulkisn’t plant-based; it’s synthetic, so the concepts of
“origin” and “volume” are tricky.

¢ Final product origin: A very large share of fentanyl seized at the U.S.-Mexico border
appears to have been manufactured in Mexico, often by major criminal organizations.

¢ Chemical precursor origin: Many precursors historically came from China, and more
recently also India and other countries that manufacture pharmaceutical
intermediates.

o Transit: Mostly across the U.S.-Mexico land border, sometimes through ports of entry
(hidden in vehicles or cargo) or via mail/messenger services in smaller quantities.



In terms of impact on the U.S. opioid crisis, fentanyl from Mexican labs using Asian
precursors is now more important than traditional heroin in many regions, despite much
smaller physical volumes (the drug is extremely potent in milligram doses).

5. Methamphetamine: primarily Mexico > U.S.
Meth has evolved from many small domestic labs to fewer, more industrial operations:

e Main production country for U.S. market: Mexico, with large-scale labs producing
high-purity meth.

o U.S. domestic labs: Still exist but represent a small fraction of total U.S. supply
compared to Mexico.

¢ Precursor chemicals: Again often sourced from overseas chemical producers (e.g., in
Asia), but the drug that hits U.S. streets is predominantly manufactured in Mexico and
then smuggled over the land border.

So for meth going into the U.S.:
¢ Mexico: Vast majority as origin for finished product.
e U.S.domestic: Small share.

e Other countries: Minor or indirect via precursors.

6. Cannabis, MDMA, and other synthetics
Cannabis (where illegal flows are still relevant)

¢ Within the U.S.: Significant domestic cultivation (both legal and illegal), especially as
more states legalize medical/recreational use.

e Mexico: Historically a very important source of imported cannabis; its relative
importance has declined as U.S. domestic legal and illegal markets grew.

e Canada: Some cross-border flows, especially high-potency indoor cannabis, but
volumes relative to U.S. domestic production are not dominant.

So, as of the last several years:
e U.S.domestic: Dominant source.
e Mexico: Still present but less central than in the 1990s-2000s.
e Canada: Niche/segment-specific.

MDMA and other party drugs

¢ MDMA/ecstasy: Historically a lot from Netherlands and Belgium, sometimes Canada,
often via mail or air couriers. For the U.S., Europe and Canada remain important
production hubs.



e Other synthetics (e.g., some NPS/“research chemicals”): Often traced back to small
labs or chemical suppliers in China and other countries, then shipped in small, potent
quantities.

Relative to cocaine, meth, fentanyl, and heroin, these categories are smaller in total volume
but still significant in specific scenes (clubs, festivals, etc.).

7. Why precise “volume per country” numbers are shaky

If you’re trying to build something like a matrix (which | know you often like to do), it’s important
to note:

e Seizure data # true market volume. Authorities only intercept a fraction of total flows.

¢ Estimates differ by agency and year. UNODC, DEA, and academic sources often
publish different numbers and ranges.

¢ Routes shift quickly. When enforcement tightens in one country or corridor, flows
often reroute through neighbors, so “shares” move.

So the best you can reasonably modelis:

o Relative importance (e.g., “Mexico is dominant for fentanyl and meth, major for heroin,
major transit for cocaine”).

¢ Directional flows (e.g., “Andean region > Central America/Mexico > U.S.”).

¢ And qualitative weights (high/medium/low) rather than precise tonnage per country.

Mexico - President Claudia Sheinbaum — As you appear to be the most important producer and
exporter of Heroin, Fentanyl and Methamphetamines you better start preparing for a military
action against your country Mexico and prepare for a take-over of your country by D.Shtroumph.

Columbia - Gustavo Francisco Petro Urrego - As you appear to be the most important producer
and exporter of Cocaine and Heroin, you better start preparing for a military action against your
country Columbia and prepare for a take-over of your country by D.Shtroumph.

China - President Xi Jinping — As you appear to be the most important producer and exporter of
the most dangerous drug Fentanyl you better start preparing for a military action against your
country China and prepare for a take-over of your country by D.Shtroumph.

India - President Draupadi Murmu - As you appear to be the most important producer and
exporter of the most damaging drug Fentanyl you better start preparing for a military action
against your country Idia and prepare for a take-over of your country by D.Shtroumph.



